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pon arriving at lhe Edgermar

camplex: an Main Street in

Santa Monica. this wniter was

irmrmadlataly drawn o the lage

Concrale Selumn anmounng
il% prasence; The wred "EDGEMART hoidly
scaled the wall, | folizwed this sign upstairs,
azsuming that this soaring symbol mus
paint in the nght direction. | was wiang.
Hovaewver, cn stepping inta the eledalar 1o
refirn o b arain plaea | owas clad for my
mistake, Tha walls of this alavator wenz aciu-
ally blackboands, a frae forum for nigars 1o
sorawl on whila frevaling ug @1d down. This
creabva welcoime fall very appropriats, and
ctitig, consdenng the place | was abowd
o wisit, Tha Edgemar Cenler for the Ars,

A bustling naw center of arlstic crasiivity,
Edgzmear curenlly conjures up images of tha
Marmatne dislrict of Pans n the lake nine-
teenth cardurg, Montmadee was a haven far
e erts in Paris. 1 wes tha stomping ground
ol Touksaza-Lautees. Degas, Bavdeleire, &5
wiedl &5 mary olber lameus anisls ard inlel-
laeiuals. As Montmarte was ance b Pans,
Edgemar aspires o ba o Los Anpales. tisa
W mesca for ar, exparimentation, end
publiz aulreach.

Edgemar, which opened in 2033, is an
imnowalive eslabishiment cormrmmled fo pro-
viding & eollazorative ard open forum for
aciors, musicians, writees, and artsis of all
kinds, as 'weall 85 a placs for children 1o expe-
nigrice and engage i the arts,

In the short time that it has been open,
Ecigemar hes Elreacy becoms a bvaly atistic
community. The four de force of co-founders
Michelle Danner ara Larry Moss, Edgemar
Bz urvailsd @ number of theatrical weorkd
pramieres and criginal proceclions, and
toEsls two siele-of-ihe-art theaters, &0 art
qellery, and a number aof youll aulresch pra-
grarms, &% wall &% [he prestigions Larry Mass
Sl [whane both boss and Daraer o
acting comchas).

Edgemar'a newast original production,
“The Mighl of the Biack Cat,” is basad on lhe
cabasal “Le Chal Nair" which opaned n
bontmartre in 1881, “Le Chat Mor” waz a
place whera poeis, ertists, philoecphers,
acbors, dancers, and comgases coud come
tegelhar b perfarm, e, engage, and G-
tique the woorld around them,

Embodying the ara and sprit of the argi-
ral “Le Ghat Moir"” Edgemers cabarat is a
provecalive and excting collaboralive pro-
duslion featuring an array ol erminenl hisbori-
cal characters, inchlding Picassa, Jane A,
Marene Clietich, Paul Valery, and Edith Fiaf,
A vkl nght o masic, dance, sorg, poslry,
arl, and revelry, inchuding special appear-
arnces by Geerge Clinton and olhers, “The
Wight of she Black Cat,” directed by Deborah
La ¥ire. brings the hrill and origmality of
Morimeartra's cabaref o Los Angeles, whike
paigranly exernalifyng Edgemanrs S ms-
sion 1o ernbrace and engage Los Angales’
ooieniic anislic community

Veardes recaly had the pleasurs of meed-
ing wilh Michelle Danner, Edgemar's axec-
five artistic dirscior and co-founder, o dis-
cuss the Edgemner Gentar for the Arme, it
upcoming cabaret axiravagarza, and Pow
Cannmer found herself spoarbaading this
remarkable anistic sancivary,

Veniee: What |r'|B,p|l‘Eﬂ Pl to aslablish
an arls canter?

Michedle Danner: You know, | always
wanted 1o 9o this, Clher paople 1old me,
don't ¢ it 118 too hard. But | had to oo .
Thars wes & harce in me.

Mowr that Edgemar has apencd, do you
teel that your mission for this cantar to
be & creatlve and callaborative artistls
SpacE G being accanplished?

It has besn mare han accamplished. Cur
missinn was very ambitizus. sn 1his is great
Tharz Is constantly scmatking golng an in
|[Edgemara] spaces. Whelher tharas an
autraach pragram for children, a musis
e, & dasmce evenl, wa'ne constanily bop-

pimg,

Where did the name "Edgemar” eame
Trom?

I liker to say il Ihe “edge of te o™ Bt
it wag the Edgemar Dairy — thay sokd aggs
thare biefors Frank Gshry designed 1. So
wi inherited 1he rame.

Edgemar has some wery high profile
honorery board members, like Steven
Splelbeng and Jason Alexander. What
kind of support do they provide?

Thry are praple whe coma when we do
cur annual fundraisars, who know what
Edgamar stands 1or, and suppart It Mot
angoing inancial suppa. | king thal 1here
i% a misperceplion fhat we ara very wal
fLridie:d,

I= it true 1hat you consulted & Feng
Shisi expert when you were desigring the
arls cenber?

g5, this Ferg Shui lady cama, and she
gaid, “You are ewimming in creativity Dul
not in dowgh, 20 you have o pain? the back
wiall af b thaster red for monay 10 comie 1
yau," 5o e did,

Do yau think I8 working T
Ity @ lfineg oonce.

What kinds of productions have been
at Edgemar so far?

Since waye IZIFI'EI"IEH gur Joors weaya
dana a lal of world premienss: — unigque
shaws like the Blick Cat cabaret. 1 has
besan a dream ol gurs to hawva 1his cutural
arts center. It 15 a real place ol G:'EH.Ell.'il.','.

"Thi Might af the Black Cat" previoushy
ran for a few nights in December. How
was the show received?

The passion was so palpable. After one of
fha shows, 2 board member stood up and
=8, *| am a boerd member! And this is
gredal.” He wanlad eseryone [0 Know how
graat e thowghl the shaw waes, [t's very Figh
oy and interasting. It fakas you away
from what's going on in the woeld and &l cur
proflems.

Howr did wou decide to put an a cabaret
that is set in the late nineteenth century?

YWou know, it was a chen. | aa.d, “We're
gaing 1o 0o a cabarsl.' Then alexandra
Guarmier, aur managing direstor, said,
“French cabare!,” because she was borm n
Frarce And the producer said, “SYhat if we
did the very first cebarat in 1831, ‘The Might
of fha Black Cal'?™ So it was a pragraegaion.

Sa the show is based on “The Might of
the Black Cat™7

It Is, but ihen you have histoncel ligures
lhal corma b visd fram alber paints in lime.
Ficasso, Wiclor Huge, and seme ather
nslE cnp in

How would you describe the cabarel?

It iz a wild and saxy show, a real noller-
foazler ide af musis and dance mad [FEng
When | walked into the performance in
Dacamber, peopls wara all dressed up with
garter batis. They'd walcome yau at the door
and EHY, “Bont o0 Coone in” You etered
his warkd of & French cabaret — vou realy
theughd yau wers n Montmardns,

Thie show is also going o fealure same
=special guests, comect?

\Win'm going to hava a spacial appearancs
Ly George Ciron, The jzz singer Toledn =
also perfarming. There may be guest ertisis
ar 2y gives nighl.

Many people in the production are from
vour and Larmy Moss' classes, Are you try-
ing o establish a thealer company at
Edgemar?

ey, W e not gaing te have a company
af kat's say sialy ar eighty actors bacauss i
limitz us o0 much. It dosen't become ool
labaralive encugh. We really want Lo make
sure thal poapie get o ckance 1o audilion

What other activities take place at
Edgemar?

W frave g lol of owlreach prsgrams o
children. One program is caled A=semblies
in Motion. Fifty or sixty kids comea fram tha
inner cities, end thay do rep music. spoken
word, a combinalion ol Ihings. This program
saves people’s lives because these Rids
hiver i place whare thay can camse come
pose, create. and maka music. Leila Stein-
berg, the director of Assamblies i Molion,
legcks: he progran. We also have kides sorme
in Trezrm b YRECA. They oo slandeling, wark
onCamera, musical theasen, frl — it's vany
gohaciic, Hids loveis,
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The Edgemar Center’s cast of “The Night of the Black Cat”




Do the kids pay to take part in these
programs?

These are freg programa. Theay're tund-
ed through, sometimes me, semetimes
othar peoole.

How would an artist became Involved
in the Edgemar Gentar?

It depends what Kind of artis? they are,
Fecantly we had a well-known bassbhall
playsr who wriode 3 baok, the story of s
lile. He came o ws becauss he wanled to
find a way 1o 1ell his story. So he look
classas, If you'ra &n actor, a director,
writar. IE's 3 great place. We hawe a won-
deriul literary department, and we do
manthly readings of now plays. S0 wa
hawve Several prjecis in daveloprment that
hawe naver besn done belare,

Do ywou envision Edgemar moere &5 &
place far arginal, or for m:lg:tlng pra-
ductions?

I think It will aheays be a combination,
Bt | think there will Be more focus on
l:H"IQII'IE| work.

What are other upcoming predus-
tions at Edgemar?

W'g hawve same greal new plays lined
up. Then we have a Tennessea Willlams
festival, a poctry show, and & apring
luridraisar,

Tell ua about whal you did befora wow
were invalved with Edgamar, Apparent-
Iy you've bean A producer, director,
agiress, and restauratewr

| opaned a reslaurad an the corner of
Blascker and Christopher Streat [in Hew
"l"l'.'lr'H]. I veas five months pregnant, so |
ks that | had to setlle down & kil | hae
just finshed traveling all owver the world
with the Herlermn Slabeiratters, announcs
ing thea in live difarent languagas., My
father &lways had this idea ol & restau-
rant, 5o owe opensd a creperie. The carner
was 50 busy that the minube we opened
gur doors people walked in like an inva-
slon. One of the chels was sick, so 1 went
dewnstairs 10 hedp, Al the time — il was
the aightias — | was wearing Fake nails,
ard ane of my nails eaaghi firg, It want all
the way up to the criling, And | said o
miygell, whal am | doing? Than | mizcar-
riecd, and | realized, aziually I'm ned gaing
ta he a mother &t twenly-siz. Let's sell
this place; this is nat what | wang to do
with my lite. So | iold my father, “You got
me into his, novw you are going to gat me
aut e it

Was vour father a restaurateur?

My lather was the Prasident of the
William Marris Agency, Ha openad their
offices in Pars. | was always raised in a
very showbiz enviranmenl. We had Frank
Sinatra, Liza Minmell, Sammy Davis, Jr.
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over Tor dinner, We have a gallery of pic-
fures. A% o maticr of fact, my falhar just
pasted away. | filmed a documentary on
his lile and all of the people thal he
warkad vath that | hawve to edit, He had 52
many slarias e bl

Are you of French descent?

| was bam in Maw Yark. Bul when | was
fwar wearg old we went to Paris. So my
schoaling was in Pars, | weni to the Con-
servalory of Paris, & ot of my beck-
ground is French. Than when | was gew-
antaan we moved Dack 1o the United
Statas, where | sludied with Salla Adlar,
Uta Hagen, a lot of difforent paapla. |
st have known | was goeing to teach
one day hecause | ran around getling il
from averybady. | had a lal of diffaran
manborg,

Were you involved in acting and the
entertainment industry befere the
restaurant?

I did a el el shaows in New York off-
Broadway and alf-cfl-Broadway, | was
The artistic diresiar of the Maw York The-
ater Company for rmany y2ars. Even when
I weas littla in achool in Franee, | was really
popular because | would always put
together shows, | adapted The Afalr of
e Mecwlace by Alexandre Dumas. | casl
cerrybody in school and pul them in sos-
tumes. | would da poetry things with a
mantage of poetry and picturas in the
background and music and dance. | wes
very vzl known, The teachers loved me
for being creative, But They alse hated ma
tor revolutionizing everything, | quess.
laoking back at rmy life and the things that
I spearheaded, it's not a real mystary 1hat
I ended up doing this, which was in my
heart for many years,

Ara yau still acting?
| arm. I'm im ther cabaret.

What is your role in the show?

| am playing Germaine de Stasl. She
was 8 writer who saw tha end of Marie
Antoinetta, and the rlae of Napoleon
Bonaparte. Mime de Slael was o pionaer
who made har salon a pewerful political
and mlelleciual crndar. Even whan Boaa-
parle exiled her from Parls, she atiracted
a brilliant circle of Intellactuals. A pedect
part for me. [fseghs] In the show, she has
thiz attair with & youngar man, Tha
premmise ol iz affair is that they will navar
lie 1o each oiher Somebody is gaing to
braak thal promise, and it is gaing 1o be
haartbreaking.

It seems like you are continuing te
pursug a wariaty of fields,

I don't like to Be pul in ene slat. | lika o
wear different hals. It keeps life seaiting. |
lewe directing. | love performing, | lowve

teaching. | just finishaed an inlensive sami-
rnar called the technigue breakdovwn
class. 1t changes paopla’s lives. Thay
have emotional breakthmousghs, | just ke
watching people's lahl bulbs go aff,

Ak the moment, what projects are
you involvad in besides Edgermar?

I'm & mother My child is my bigaes
producticn, my mast impartant produc-
tien. | have direcled a movia thal is come-
ing aul this year, How o Go ot on a
Dale in Queens. I'm alse In pre-produc-
fign 12 shool 8 movie hers callad Cowst-
fng far Thunder.

lam't that a one-person play?

Yes5, hut thess ara twenty characlars in
the screanplay. Phillip |Irein] came intg
my iwing roam with this s1oey af Rim miow-
ing o a smal lown in Alabama 1o taka
care al his mother, whe was diagnosad
with staga-four lung cancer and anly had
two moning e live. They put her on a
mecratiolic disl and Tought like hell, and
ghe wenl inls remission Tor twe and a half
wvears. |t is a story about fighting for life,
survival, and what you ane willing o da.

How did vou besame invaelved with
Courttimg for Thandaer?

Fhillip knew that my father hed racently
digd of lurg cancear, and he asked ne o
diract his shove | was in past-productizn
tor How o Go Ol an a Dsta in Coeens,
and | hisd just bad tha Gaby, 501 aazid no,
I'm soery | can't. Then ha slarted o work
on it in class. it was just so good and
about gsomething %o profouend that |
couldm't say no. 'm glad that | did it
because it was also healing for me 1o
work an. I'm raally looking farward 1o
dracting the movie.

It must have been interesting to be
invalved im the whele avolutien of tha
show,

IT& Q-"EIE[ besause 1his 5 part of whas
happenz al Edgemar — projects slart
Iraim szrafeh. They are unigqua projacts,
like {he cabaret show. The show didn't
axist. Than a group of peogle gaol fogath-
ar. They developed historical characters.
They developed music and dancing and
trraught in a choracgrapher. To me it's
greal when nothing existz and a projec
stariz from abaalule szrafich —just, in a
way, like Edgemar. I was ona blank
space. and frem thera.,, | find that very
inspiring. ¥

Tha Edgamar Canster for fhe Arfs is
icsted af 2437 Wain Sireel, Sanfa Monl-
g “The Night of the leck Cat” wal run
from February Sth untl! Mareh 26h;
“Counting for Thundas” unlil Febroary
12th. Foar mare  fnfarmalion wigif
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